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 KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 27 March 2017  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare 

 

Members Present: Councillor I Keatley (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, A Breslin, F Brett, 

K Byrne,  B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, R Cronin, I Cussen, M 

Dalton, S Doyle, T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick, B Hillis, C Kelly, P Kennedy, A 

Larkin, M Lynch, M McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin-Healy,  M 

Miley, S Moore,T Murray, J Neville, N O’Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, R 

Power, S Power, T Redmond, D Scully, M Stafford, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld 

and B Young  

 

Apologies:              Councillor R Power 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs J Boland, P Minnock, T McDonnell, N 

Morrissey (Directors of Services), Ms E Hanlon, Head of Finance, Ms C 

O'Grady (A/Director of Service), Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator) and 

other officials. 

 

 

01/0317 

Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and extended his sympathy to the families of 

the late: 

Gerry Ward, former County Manager of Kildare County Council 

Michael Myler, father of Anne Myler, Library Services 

The Mayor confirmed a book of condolence has been opened for the late Martin McGuinness and 

for the victims and those injured in the London attack. The Mayor also stated that our thoughts are 

with the crew of Rescue Helicopter 116 and their families. 

A minutes silence was observed. 
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Councillor S Moore wished to add his condolences on the passing of Gerry Ward former County 

Manager of Kildare County Council. Councillor Moore stated Mr. Ward was also made a Freeman 

of Naas for his contribution to Naas and that at county level he was instrumental in bringing Intel 

and other large businesses to the county. Councillor Moore expressed his sympathies to his wife 

Kathleen and his family and thanked all those who took part in the guard of honour at his funeral.  

The Mayor and members also joined in extending their sympathies to the late Gerry Wards family. 

Councillor Cronin thanked the council for opening the book of condolences for the late Martin 

McGuinness and expressed her sadness at his passing. 

 

02/0317 

Adoption of minutes 

The council considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 27th February 2017 together with 

the progress report. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Cauldwell that the minutes 

of the monthly meeting of 27 February 2017 be adopted and the progress report noted. 

 

In relation to the monthly meeting minutes, Councillor Young stated he had referred to leachate 

coming from refuse tips and not quarries as detailed under 04/0217 on page 3 of the minutes. The 

Meetings Administrator confirmed this would be amended. Councillor Cussen referred to 14/0217 

on page 11 of the minutes which stated members could submit their ideas around the public 

consultation process to the planning department. Councillor Cussen stated that given the Leixlip 

Local Area Plan is going out on public consultation again, she asked members to submit any such 

ideas to the officials in the planning department as soon as possible. Councillor Lynch referred to 

16/0217 Publishing Taking in Charge information and noted that on the same day as the council 

meeting, notification went out from the planning department regarding the advertisement of 

estates to be taken in charge without the members being made aware.  

 

Regarding the progress report, Councillor Young referred to the report from Water Services under 

04/0217 regarding the Osberstown Sewage Sludge treatment plant which is being operated by 

Veolia as a PPP arrangement and noted that the report indicated it will not have any meaningful 

impact in relation to the existing tankering. Councillor Young stated the problem is the volume of 

tankers going to the facility daily in addition to the run-off thats going into the Liffey.  
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03/0317 

Management Report 

The members considered the monthly management report. 

 

Resolved that the management report be noted 

 

Councillor Cussen enquired when we will know about our Local Infrastructure Housing Activation 

Fund (LIHAF) application and how the announcement will be made. Mr Morrisey Director of 

Services stated an announcement should be made by the end of the month and confirmed the 

details will be forwarded to the members as quickly as possible after the announcement is made. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy enquired whether there is any indication of a timeline on the 

provision of co-funding from the NTA for Naas and Newbridge. Mr Morrissey stated the 

specification has to go to tender and we are waiting on confirmation on what is to go into the 

tender but noted the funding must be spent within the 2017 calendar year.  Councillor Redmond 

enquired about the cost to the council of the Vacant Housing and Leasing Initiative. Mr McDonnell 

Director of Service stated the allocation has not yet been confirmed.  

 

 

04/0317 

Deputation from Samaritans Ireland  

The Mayor welcomed Mr Shane O’Dwyer from Samaritans Ireland to the chamber and stated that 

the presentation will provide a background to the work Samaritans Ireland do nationally and in 

Kildare. Mr O’Dwyer thanked the Mayor and members for inviting him and confirmed his role in the 

organisation is in public relations and noted his presentation would be circulated to the members 

after the meeting. Mr O’Dwyer stated Samaritans Ireland are a voluntary led organisation that 

provides a 24/7 confidential non-judgemental service with the vision that fewer people die by 

suicide and they work to achieve this by making it their mission to alleviate emotional distress and 

reduce the incidence of suicidal feelings and suicidal behaviour.  

Mr O Dwyer confirmed the Samaritans do this by listening, confidentiality, people making their own 

decisions, being non-judgemental and offering people human contact.  Mr O’Dwyer confirmed 

there are 20 branches in Ireland, 12 of these in the Republic and confirmed that in 2016 a total of 

650,000 calls were received nationally with 43,000 of these received in the Newbridge branch. The 
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Newbridge branch is based at No.3 McElwain Terrace and has a total of 100 volunteers who also 

do all the fundraising for their own branch.  

Mr O’Dwyer confirmed that the Samaritans are asking Kildare County Council to commit to making 

suicide reduction a priority in all the work they do and asked that the Connecting for Life 

programme which is the National Suicide Prevention Framework be included in any plans being 

produced and most importantly, be properly resourced.  

Councillor Durkan thanked Mr O’Dwyer for his presentation and congratulated him and his 

colleagues in the Samaritans on the work they do. Councillor Redmond noted that in the work the 

members do, they meet with a lot of families who are experiencing difficulties and noted that 

training for the members in this area would be helpful. Councillor Miley extended his thanks and 

noted the value of the service given the devastating effect a death by suicide can have on an 

entire community. Councillor O’Neill added her thanks and confirmed Kildare County Council 

supported the Green Ribbon campaign last year and would hope to do so again this year. 

Councillor Young enquired if there had been any change in the pattern of calls being received by 

the Samaritans due to the reduction in school councillors. Councillor Cauldwell thanked Mr 

O’Dwyer for the presentations and noted there is no branch based in Leixlip/north of the county. 

Councillor Power asked if their role is solely confined to listening or whether it includes  an 

advisory service. Councillor Kennedy added his thanks and stated there are courses available if 

members are interested.  Councillor Keatley thanked Mr O’Dwyer on his own behalf and on behalf 

of all the members and wished him well with his work with the Samaritans and his Cross-Rugby 

cycle challenge charity work.  

Mr O’Dwyer confirmed he will bring the matter of training for elected representatives back for 

consideration and advised that the branch in Newbridge covers the county of Kildare but noted the 

need to spread the word across the entire county. Mr Carey Chief Executive thanked Mr O’Dwyer 

for his presentation and paid tribute to him and all the volunteers working in the county at the 

moment and that in terms of awareness, the council will work with the Samaritans in whatever way 

we can. Mr Carey noted that all agencies are represented on our Local Community Development 

Committee and that the council also part funds the Mojo programme which has been a great 

success and confirmed 77 single men have been through this programme to date in Kildare and 

commended the great work in this area.  
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05/0317 

Section 183 Notices 

The members considered the following Section 183 Notices, the Meetings Administrator indicated 

the Section 183 Notice relating to 47 Pacelli Road, Naas, Co. Kildare detailed on the agenda had 

been withdrawn.  

• Consent to re-mortgage property purchased with shared ownership loan - 104 Sallins  Pier, 

Sallins, Co. Kildare  - to Mr James Sherry. 

• 6 The Avenue, St. Patrick’s Park, Celbridge, Co. Kildare - Conversion of Shared ownership 

loan to annuity loan. 

•  9 Springfield Garden, Celbridge, Co. Kildare - Conversion of Shared ownership loan to 

annuity loan. 

•  Apartment 28, Block 4, Rosconnell Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare - Conversion of Shared 

ownership loan to annuity loan. 

•  1659 Pairc Mhuire, Newbridge, Co. Kildare - Conversion of Shared ownership loan to 

annuity loan. 

•  20 Hollands Park, Rheban Manor, Athy, Co. Kildare - Conversion of Shared ownership 

loan to annuity loan. 

•  21 Allen Manor, Kilmeague, Co. Kildare - Conversion of Shared ownership loan to annuity 

loan. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Kennedy and agreed by all 

members present, that the Section 183 Notices, as detailed above, be approved. 

 

 

06/0317 

Social Housing Public Private Partnership Programme (PPP) 

The members considered the request pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 

as amended, that Kildare County Council hereby agrees to enter into an Agreement whereby 

Dublin City Council will carry out all of the functions of this local authority in respect of the Social 

Housing Public Private Partnership Programme (PPP), (Bundle 1) with the following exceptions: 

• the nomination of tenants to be housed in the social housing development in the relevant 

local authority's functional area 

• the calculation of the tenants' differential rent 
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• the role of landlord under the tenancy agreements and 

• obtaining the necessary planning approvals and undertaking the public consultation 

procedures in respect of the development as required under the Planning and Development 

Acts and Regulations. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Moore and agreed by all 

members present, that the Section 85 agreement with Dublin City Council in respect of the Social 

Housing Public Private Partnership Programme (PPP), (Bundle 1) be approved. 

 

 

07/0317  

To receive report from the Chair of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee 

Councillor Paddy Kennedy, Chair of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee gave an overview of 

the role of the Housing SPC and outlined the 5 pillars under Rebuilding Ireland, Action Plan for 

Housing & Homelessness ie. to address homelessness, accelerate social housing delivery, build 

more homes, improve rental sector and the utilisation of existing stock. Councillor Kennedy set out 

the work programme planned for 2017 which includes six part 8’s,  Rebuilding Ireland, Choice 

Based Lettings, Anti-Social Behaviour Policy, Rapid Build Housing, Allocations Policy and the 

management of new Local Authority estates. Councillor Kennedy stated a lot had been achieved 

through this SPC to date and it is hoped to successfully continue this work in 2017. 

Councillor Redmond thanked Councillor Kennedy for the presentation and confirmed the two 

presentations made to the SPC were excellent. Councillor Young expressed his thanks also and 

enquired if there has been any discussion on how the council can deliver more social units. 

Councillor Cussen stated that the monthly Vacant House Report has become meaningless as the 

report does not now contain addresses/locations/details on what units are vacant etc. and 

enquired why there had been a change in the format. Councillor Stafford asked whether a letter 

had gone to the Minister regarding the income limits relating to the Tenant Incremental Purchase 

Scheme.  Mr McDonnell Director of Service confirmed a letter had issued to the Minister on this 

matter and stated that the information on the Vacant House Report is presented in the format 

agreed through the SPC process. In response to Councillor Youngs query, Mr McDonnell 

confirmed we are currently in the process of identifying what lands are available to purchase and 

build on and that six part 8’s for housing will be processed by the end of the first quarter of 2017. 
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Councillor Keatley thanked Councillor Kennedy, the SPC and the staff in the housing department 

for their continued hard work in this very challenging area.  

 

08/0317 

Fill vacancy on the board of County Kildare Failte 

Councillor Keatley thanked Councillor McEvoy for all his hard work and dedication during his time 

as a member of this committee since 2009. Councillor Keatley confirmed that he along with 

Councillor Breen, Councillor Doyle and the Chief Executive had attended the recent AGM of 

County Kildare Failte where it was noted that tourism had been a key driver in bringing Kildare out 

of recession. Mr Carey Chief Executive joined with the Mayor in acknowledging the tremendous 

work done by Councillor McEvoy during his time on this board and added that 10 million visitors 

had visited this country last year and we need to continue to strive to bring a bigger slice of this 

number to Kildare in the future. Councillor Miley and Councillor Larkin wished to be associated 

with the Mayor and Chief Executives comments. Councillor Larkin commended Councillor 

McEvoys hard work ethic and resolute commitment to the work of the Board. Councillor Miley 

proposed Councillor R Power for this position given his declared interest in the role and his 

experience having worked previously as an intern with Bord Failte. Councillor Kelly seconded 

Councillor R Powers nomination. Councillor McCabe nominated Councillor Doyle for the position 

given her experience as a member of the Economic Development Committee, Councillor Cussen 

seconded Councillor S Doyle’s nomination. The matter was put to a vote with 13 members voting 

in favour of Councillor R Power, 21 members voting in favour of Councillor S Doyle and 1 

abstention. Councillor Doyle recognised the work done by Councillor McEvoy previously and 

thanked the members for their nomination and support and noted she would welcome Councillor 

Rob Powers input going forward.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe seconded by Councillor Cussen and with 21 

members voting in favour, that Councillor Doyle be nominated to fill the vacancy on the board of 

County Kildare Fáilte.  
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09/0317 

Service Delivery Plan 2017 

In considering this plan, the members raised a number of queries. Councillor Moore noted the 

number of plans/documents outlined on page 2 that were referred to in preparing this plan and 

wished to note that other national authorities such as Transport Infrastructure Ireland appear to be 

taking over the responsibility of functions which have previously been agreed in council documents 

such as the County Development Plan and Local Area Plans. Councillor McEvoy stated he would 

like to see the County Development Plan and Local Area Plans being evaluated and assessed for 

grant funding options and assessed against their delivery and that it is these documents that 

should inform the work programmes for the future. Councillor McGinley fully supported Councillor 

McEvoys comments. Councillor McLoughlin Healy queried what makes up the €16 million 

allocated to miscellaneous projects and asked if the Service Delivery Plan runs for the calendar 

year. Councillor Redmond stated that in relation to HR, the priority should be to ensure we have a 

full workforce and asked that a statement be provided on what staff is currently needed/required 

by Kildare County Council.  

The Chief Executive confirmed the Service Delivery Plan is a requirement of the Local 

Government Reform Act and is based on the Corporate Plan objectives and the annual budget so 

there is nothing new being introduced in it. He confirmed the plan runs from January to December, 

the €16 million figure under miscellaneous is as per what was agreed in the budget and that the 

Workforce Plan deals with staff recruitment. Councillor S Power raised the point that our budget is 

partly dependent on rates collected in the county and noted that the recent revaluation 

documentation circulated by the Valuation Office has caused considerable confusion and asked 

that the Chief Executive make a statement to clarify the matter.  

Mr Carey confirmed that the Valuation Office is an independent statutory body and the council is 

doing all that it can to assist in this process and noted considerable time and resources have gone 

into this process already. Eileen Hanlon, Head of Finance further clarified the process to date and 

detailed how the council has participated and assisted in same. A lengthy discussion ensued 

surrounding the revaluation of the county and issues that has arisen as a result.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett seconded by Councillor Cauldwell with all members 

present in agreement that the Service Delivery Plan 2017 be adopted. 
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10/0317 

To receive report from the Chair of the Economic Development, Enterprise and Planning 

Strategic Policy Committee 

Councillor Doyle stated that the Economic Development, Enterprise and Planning Strategic Policy 

Committee had two meetings since the last report to council that dealt with the Shop Front 

Improvement Scheme, oversight of the County Development Plan review process and the 

development of the economic objectives of Local Economic and Community Plan. Councillor 

Doyle confirmed the majority of time had been spent on the oversight of the County Development 

Plan review.  She outlined the 2017 work programme for this SPC which includes a business 

research project being headed up by Eamonn Gaffney, a Masters research student from NUI 

Maynooth, work on the Regional, Spatial and Economic Strategy, continuing the work on the 

economic objectives out of the Local Economic and Community Plan to include the Regional 

Action Plan for jobs. The SPC are also developing a Design Aid Manual for one-off housing, in 

conjunction with the Planning Department. Councillor Keatley thanked Councillor Doyle for her 

presentation and thanked all the members of the SPC and the staff involved in this extremely 

important work programme.  

 

11/0317 

Roadworks Programme 2017 

Councillor Keatley stated that the document circulated by the Roads department sets out in great 

detail the roads projects for the year and suggested any specific road issues should be discussed 

at the municipal district meetings. 

 

Resolved that the Roadworks Programme 2017 be noted.  

 

12/0317 

Mayor’s Business 

Councillor Keatley confirmed it had been a busy month and thanked the Arts & Library Service for 

the invitation to attend the launch of the “Creative Ireland Programme” in Hotel Keadeen with 

speaker John Concannon outlining the programme for 2017. Mr Concannon confirmed the aim 

going forward is to build on the great work done in the commemorative year last year and build on 

the momentum in this regard.  



Kildare County Council  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Draft Minutes of meeting of Kildare County Council        27 March 2017 

 
10 

Councillor Keatley  confirmed he attended the launch of the Kildare/Newbridge Lions Club in the 

Kildare Retail village and thanked Councillor McCabe for the work done by him and the 

Kildare/Newbridge Lions Club and wished them continued success.  

Councillor Keatley stated he had attended a coding course in Naas library with his son recently, 

these courses are run voluntarily and complimented the young tutors on this great service to 

children which are running right throughout the county.   

 

The Mayor confirmed he and the Chief Executive had attended the St.Patricks Day celebrations in 

New York which were a great success and confirmed he would be submitting a piece to the local 

media on the events that took place during the trip. Councillor Keatley confirmed it was a great 

honour to take part in this event and their attendance was much appreciated by the Kildare 

community in America. Councillor Keatley expressed his sincere thanks to MIC Kildare who are 

marching in the New York parade since 1896 and also thanked the IDA, Tourism Ireland and 

Enterprise Ireland for their input. Councillor Keatley stated that this is a very important event and 

should be raised every year at budget time with mention made as to why we send our first citizen 

and Chief Executive to New York for this event. Councillor Keatley also noted that Mr Christie 

Burke of the County Kildare Association of New York is retiring in the spring and a presentation 

will be made to him at that time to recognise all his hard work over the years. 

The Mayor congratulated the Kildare footballers on their return to Division 1 and congratulated the 

entire team and the County Board and also noted Jessica Harrington’s success in Cheltenham. 

 

13/0317 

Correspondence 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed that all correspondence received since the February 

meeting were circulated to the members with the progress report 

 

 

14/0317 

Conferences and Training 

The Meetings Administrator referred to report dated 23rd March 2017 circulated to the members. 
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Resolved that having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by 

Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 the following approval is granted for the 

attendance of 

Retrospective approval for Councillor Neville at the AILG training for elected members in Dooley’s 

Hotel, Waterford on the 11 February 

Councillors Cauldwell, S Power and Miley at the AILG Annual Conference in Treacy’s West 

County Hotel, Ennis, Co. Clare on the 6 and 7 April 

 

 

15/0317 

Maynooth Municipal District 

The following motion referred from the Maynooth Municipal District was considered 

 “That the council convene a meeting of all interested parties to consider and discuss what 

measures should be put in place to stop the indiscriminate dumping of rubbish in the rural areas of 

the county”. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Weld seconded by Councillor Durkan. 

A report from Mr Boland Director of Service stated this matter has been the subject of ongoing 

discussion at all municipal district meetings, at Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) as well as full 

council but regrettably, it is agreed that the issue of illegal dumping and fly-tipping is as bad as 

ever.  The matter has been the subject of particular discussion by the Environment SPC in the 

context of the recent adoption of the Litter Management Plan.  The Chair of the Environment SPC, 

Councillor Seán Power has kindly agreed to call a special meeting of the Environment SPC and to 

invite all stakeholders to attend. Councillor Weld thanked Mr Boland for his report and stated this 

was referred from the Maynooth Municipal District given the continuing problem of illegal dumping 

incidents and the need to continually highlight the issue. Mr Boland confirmed he agreed with the 

sentiments of the motion and thanked Councillor S Power Chair of the Environment SPC for 

convening a special meeting of the SPC and for inviting all the stakeholders to discuss this matter. 

Mr Boland confirmed he would circulate the date and location of this meeting to the members and 

they were welcome to attend. Councillor Neville stated that illegal dumping was a significant issue 

at the Celbridge/Leixlip Interchange. Councillor Kelly referred to illegal dumping and dog fouling as 

issues for the Naas Municipal District. Councillor McEvoy enquired whether this special meeting of 

the SPC could be held in the evening time to encourage a large attendance and also asked if the 

issue could be linked into Kildare clean-up day. Councillor Wall thanked the director and his staff 
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for the clean-up done recently at the local soccer club in Athy. Councillor Keatley enquired 

whether An Garda Siochana are active on following up on cases of illegal dumping and to ensure 

we are engaging with them on this matter through the JPC process. Mr Boland confirmed that the 

timing of the special meeting can be agreed for the evening time and confirmed there are a 

number of dumping blackspots around the county and that the environment department use covert 

camera’s with a certain amount of success. Mr Boland confirmed the cost to council per year to 

deal with fly tipping amounts to €2.5 million. Incentives being piloted in the Athy Municipal District 

include the Green Kilometre initiative whereby rural communities are encouraged to come together 

to clean up their areas. 

 

Resolved that the report be noted.  

 

16/0317 

Consultation Group on proposed Social Housing developments 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle was considered 

That this council convene a consultation group of existing social housing tenants, Health Service 

Executive (HSE) inspectors and poverty proofing experts to inform the design and delivery of 

proposed social housing developments, that tenants be canvassed to subscribe to a questionnaire 

assessing best practice in housing function and design in order to maximise outcomes for 

consumers of sizeable proposed capital investment in social housing. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Pender. 

A report from Mr McDonnell Director of Service stated the Housing department supports the 

content of Councillor Doyle’s motion in general terms and recommended it be referred to the 

Housing SPC in order that the make-up, terms of engagement and remit of a consultative group 

can be considered and formalised.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle seconded by Councillor Pender that the report be 

noted and the motion referred to the Housing SPC.  

 

 

17/0317 

Collection of Household Waste 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch was considered 
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That this council makes itself a lead partner in proactively organising an ongoing countywide 

tender for the collection of household waste refuse once a month at centrally designated sites.  

The assigned contractor would work out a scheme whereby residents could pay per bag or weight 

for household waste.  There should be no direct cost to the council, instead we should use the 

councils ability to use economies of scale to reduce the individual price for residents e.g on a 

certain Saturday 8am-5pm at a central point in Newbridge, residents could pay discounted rates to 

dispose of household refuse in a responsible manner into a waste operators lorry or large skip for 

a reduced rate. This could move from municipal district to municipal district on a monthly basis. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor O’Neill 

A report from Mr Boland Director of Service outlined the reasons the council discontinued it 

domestic refuse collection in 2011 and confirmed there were a number of issues to consider on 

this motion. Mr Boland confirmed there remains a very vibrant private sector providing this service 

throughout the county and there are a number of options available from these companies for 

householders who might have difficulty in paying. The cost of a service as proposed in the motion 

would likely have to be heavily subvented by the council and Mr Boland confirmed there is no 

provision in the current budget for such costs and there can also be issues with “centrally 

designated sites” as they would probably have to be the subject of rigorous environmental 

assessment, planning permission would be required with the probability of local objections and 

every possibility that these sites could become the focus of illegal dumping.  

Councillor Lynch noted the report and asked that the council to be open to new ideas and pointed 

out that if you do not drive using the civic amenity sites is not an option and that a localized 

collection every couple of months could be considered by the SPC. Councillor Cussen noted that 

the north of the county does not have a civic amenity site and agreed that the motion should be 

referred to the SPC for consideration. Councillor O’Cearuil commended Councillor Lynch’s motion 

and proposed that it be brought forward to the special meeting of the Environment SPC. Councillor 

McGinley voiced his complete opposition to this motion stating it is well intended but naive. 

Councillor Neville also disagreed with the motion and thanked Mr Boland and his staff in the 

Environment for all their hard work in this area. Councillor Keatley agreed with the proposal to 

refer the matter to the special meeting of the SPC. Mr Boland confirmed again that a waste facility 

permit would be required for any such temporary facility as that being suggested along with 

planning permission and on this basis, forwarding it to the SPC for discussion is not appropriate. 
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Councillor Lynch asked for the success rate outcome on evidence gathered from CCTV and Mr 

Boland confirmed he would revert with this information at the special meeting of the SPC.  

 

Resolved that the report be noted and the matter referred to the special meeting of the 

Environment and Water Services SPC for discussion. 

18/0317 

Irish Travellers 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond was considered 

In recognition of the State's formal recognition of Irish travellers as an indigenous ethnic minority 

that Kildare County Council hosts an event to celebrate and mark this historic event with Kildare’s 

traveller community.   

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 

Councillor Redmond asked that this council recognise Irish travellers as an ethnic minority in 

Kildare and that their views and needs be recognised. Councillor Redmond confirmed that for the 

first time, a member of the traveller community sat on the reviewing stand for the Athy St. Patricks 

Day parade which is a very positive message. Councillor Cussen supported the motion and 

suggested we liaise with the Local Traveller Consultative Committee. Councillor Pender also 

supported the motion and hoped that this formal recognition of status would bolster the travellers 

ability to self organise. Councillor Keatley welcomed the motion and proposed that it be forwarded 

to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee for agreement and guidance on the 

format for such an event. Councillor Power spoke on his time working with the travelling 

community in a previous forum and noted that in order for such an event to be meaningful, we 

should consult with the travellers themselves to enable them to play a part. Councillor Young 

suggested we refer the item to Pave Point and Councillor McEvoy suggested travellers should be 

included in our yearly Culture Day. Councillor Redmond thanked the members for their support on 

this issue and confirmed he was in agreement to the matter being referred to the Local Traveller 

Accommodation Consultative Committee, Pave Point, the Kildare Traveller Action Group and to 

the Chair of the Local Community Development Committee, Councillor Kevin Byrne.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond seconded by Councillor Cussen that in 

recognition of the State's formal recognition of Irish travellers as an indigenous ethnic minority that 

Kildare County Council will consult with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative 

Committee, the Local Community Development Committee, Pave Point and the Kildare Traveller 
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Action Group with a view to hosting an event to celebrate and mark this historic event with 

Kildare’s traveller community.   

 

 

 

19/0317 

Near Zero energy or Passive Standards 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Young was considered 

That this council resolves to contact other local authorities, in particular Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown 

and Wexford councils, to enquire about the regulations and building practices being implemented 

by councils in relation to achieving near zero energy or passive standards in the construction of 

both social and private housing; to present a report based on initial responses to this council within 

two months, followed by a detailed report to be prepared for the council by the housing Strategic 

Policy Committee (SPC). 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Pender. 

A report from Mr McDonnell Director of Services confirmed Near Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) 

was signed into the Building Regulations in January 2017 with the effect of this being that new 

building owned and occupied by Public Authorities after 31 December 2018 must be NZEB and 

from 31 December 2020 all new buildings will be required to be NZEB. The Building Standards 

section of the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government has clarified 

that, as social housing is not occupied by Local Authorities, the relevant date for social housing is 

31 December 2020. Initial contact has been made with Architectural Services in a number of local 

authorities regarding the building practices being implemented by them in relation to social 

housing.  Kildare County Council is designing to current Building Regulations Part L and is in 

contact with the Department regarding the introduction of the NZEB requirements for new dwelling 

design given the risk that some projects currently at feasibility stage may not commence 

construction until after early 2019. Councillor Young noted a contradiction in the report in that 

limitations on primary energy uses and CO2 emissions will affect dwellings completed after 31 

December 2018 and not 2020 as indicated in the report and asked for clarity around the statement 

that it is planned that Part L for dwellings will be revised in 2018 to apply the NZEB performance 

requirements to dwellings commencing construction in early 2019. Councillor Young stated he 

hoped that we would be upgrading the specifications straight away to eliminate the need to 

retrospectively retrofit properties. Mr McDonnell agreed with Councillor Young and confirmed that 
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all development by Kildare County Council would be fully compliant with the Building Regulations 

and will be designed to the highest standard as approved by the Department.  Mr McDonnell 

confirmed contact had been made with Wexford County Council and South Dublin County Council 

on this matter. Councillor Doyle asked that this specific issue should be incorporated at the design 

stage during the Part 8 process and asked that if a funding issue arises due to the increased 

requirements as a result of these new standards that this be brought to the attention of the 

relevant municipal district.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Young seconded by Councillor Pender that the report be 

noted. 

 

 

20/0317 

Lobbying Register 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy was considered 

As an exemplar of best practice that the council do a simple check on lobbying ie. that person/s 

lobbying for re-zoning of land are registered lobbyist/s as required by law and that where the 

person/s lobbying the council are not registered that  

a) it raises a red flag for the council around the application and that 

b) council officials advise the applicant/s to register, before proceeding with an application. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 

A report from Mr McDonnell Director of Service confirmed The Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 

lists the conditions which apply if you are considered to be carrying on lobbying activities and 

therefore are obliged to register as a lobbyist. The Act provides that anyone who communicates 

with a Designated Public Official about the development or zoning of land is lobbying and must 

register. Local Authority member’s interactions when lobbied must be reported by the lobbyist in 

accordance with the Regulation of Lobbying Act 2015 with the onus being on the lobbyist to 

register. Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated she is seeking a checking system to be put in place 

by the council to enhance transparency around lobbying and to build this transparency into the 

formal process as the issue arises where there is communication during the public consultation 

process that is not part of the formal process. Councillor Cussen supported the motion and 

expressed concern that councillors have no way of knowing if a landowner, that approaches them 

on rezoning matters, is a registered lobbyist. Mr McDonnell confirmed all the Directors of Service 
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and elected member’s email footer contains the fact they are Designated Officials under the 

Lobbying Act and that if somebody lobbies them that should be entered on the register. Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy stated she was aware of the requirement to advise people to register but asked 

what is stopping us from doing one small thing to further effect the intent of the legislation and 

expressed her view that council officials are better placed to ensure this transparency is 

achievable. Councillor McEvoy stated that the law is clear on this matter in that there should be no 

informal submissions on zoning, all such requests should be done through the regulatory process, 

and advised councillors to inform anyone that approaches them on such matters of the 

requirement to register as a lobbyist. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy seconded by Councillor Cussen that 

the report be noted.  

 

 

21/0317 

Element Power and An Bord Pleanala 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cronin was considered 

To confirm our continued opposition to the building of large scale wind turbines in the county and 

to support the An Bord Pleanála's (ABP) decision, that this council becomes a notice party in the 

upcoming appeal case between Element Power and An Bord Pleanála (ABP) 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cronin and seconded by Councillor Lynch. 

A report from Mr Minnock Director of Service confirmed the decision being judicially reviewed is 

not a decision of Kildare County Council but rather that of a third party ie. An Bord Pleanala and 

relates to the process of the Board. No reliefs are being sought against the council in the 

proceedings thus the council's resources and finances should not be applied towards participating 

in proceedings relating to what is a private development. Councillor Keatley confirmed this item 

was on the agenda at the last meeting of the Mid East Regional Planning Committee, that we have 

written to the Minister seeking an update in relation to the Wind Energy Guidelines and stated that 

the Planning department had done a lot of work on the report opposing the development, that was 

endorsed by council and submitted to An Bord Pleanala. Councillor Cronin stated she was not 

happy with the one word response given on this matter under matters arising at last month’s 

meeting as felt it was disrespectful and asked that we confirm our continued opposition to this 
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development. Mr Minnock apologised if his response at last month’s meeting was considered 

disrespectful but confirmed he was answering a direct question with a direct answer and reiterated 

the position that this council has already made a strong submission opposing the development 

and this judicial review is not reviewing a decision of this council and no reliefs are being sought 

against Kildare County Council. Mr Carey Chief Executive also confirmed the council had made a 

very strong submission objecting to this development and stated he is not going to expose this 

council to an ongoing case when we have already made our position clear. Councillor McEvoy 

stated that the courts are judicially reviewing the process, not the decision. Councillor McGinley 

stated the members would all support the first part of the motion but not the second part regarding 

becoming a notice party. 

 

Councillor Cronin proposed the following amendment to the motion 

That this council becomes a notice party in the upcoming appeal case between Element Power 

and An Bord Pleanála. 

The revised motion was proposed by Councillor Cronin and seconded by Councillor Cussen.  

 

Councillor Cronin called for a roll call vote with 6 members supported this request. The Meetings 

Administrator proceeded with the roll call vote and with 5 members voting in favour of the 

amended motion, 25 members voting against the amended motion and 10 members absent, the 

Meetings Administrator confirmed the amended motion falls. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cronin seconded by Councillor Cussen that this council 

becomes a notice party in the upcoming appeal case between Element Power and An Bord 

Pleanála, that with 5 members voting in favour of the amended motion, 25 members voting against 

the amended motion and 10 members absent, the amended motion falls. 

 

 

22/0317 

Grant funding through the Office for the promotion of Migrant Integration 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Pender was considered. 

That this council maximise the use of grant funding available to local authorities through the Office 

for the Promotion of Migrant Integration to support and facilitate non-governmental organisations 

and local groups who may be activated or are active in promoting migrant integration in Kildare. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Young 

A report from Gerry Halton, Senior Executive Officer stated an application has been prepared by 

the County Kildare Leader Partnership, joint lead partners with Kildare County Council, on behalf 

of the County Kildare Integration Strategy Committee.  The application envisages a programme of 

engagements over the three year period coinciding with the end of the Strategy 2019. Areas of 

activity envisaged within the application include: 

• promoting the integration into Irish society of vulnerable or socially-excluded 

immigrants;  

� introducing immigrants to the political system and encouraging them to vote;  

� providing training to public and private sector organisations on equality and 

integration;  

� providing information and support for immigrants in regard to access to services;  

� providing information and support for immigrants in regard to immigration and 

citizenship;  

The report noted that should the application be successful it will be necessary to support such a 

proposal which would require some arrangement with County Kildare Leader Partnership. 

Councillor Pender stated we live in a much more diverse county now and we must allow migrants 

to integrate and challenge some of the barriers they face on a daily basis due to the growing anti-

migrant sentiment across Europe. Councillor Pender noted there are 22 actions coming out of the 

Integration Strategy with one of the key objectives being to make sufficient funding available and is 

happy Kildare County Council has prepared an application now as we have not been drawing 

down the funding to facilitate and compliment these actions and resulting plans in the last six 

years. Councillor Lynch thanked Councillor Pender for putting this motion down and noted that 

substantial amounts of money have been lost due to us not making applications and enquired if 

how many other applications for funding have been missed. Councillor Young also thanked 

Councillor Pender for the motion and noted the one big blight around this issue is “Direct 

Provision” accommodation and this has to be dealt with as a priority, especially around children 

who are born whilst in Direct Provision. Councillor Young further enquired if it was possible to seek 

an additional member of staff to deal specifically with drawing down funding. Ms O’ Grady, 

A/Director of Service stated an application has gone to the Department that included a request for 

a full time worker under Kildare Leadership to draw down these fundings. Councillor Lynch 

enquired what had happened with regard to having someone in-house assigned to drawing down 
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these types of funding, Ms O Grady confirmed the majority of these funding applications go 

through County Kildare Partnership. Mr Minnock asked that it be borne in mind that the making of 

an application for funding does not necessarily guarantee the application will be successful. 

Councillor Pender noted that Kildare County Council applied for funding in the period 2008-2010 

but did not apply during the period 2011-2016. Councillor Keatley asked that the motion be 

forwarded to Pat Leogue County Kildare Leadership Partnership and the matter to be kept on the 

progress report.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender seconded by Councillor Young that the report be 

noted and this council maximise the use of grant funding available to local authorities through the 

Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration to support and facilitate non-governmental 

organisations and local groups who may be activated or are active in promoting migrant 

integration in Kildare and refer the motion to Pat Leogue County Kildare Leadership Partnership. 

 

 

23/0317 

Corriboard Regulatory Signs 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford was considered. 

That this council will, where possible, replace existing corriboard regulatory signs with fewer more 

aesthetic permanent signs, such signs to be erected in town/village squares and on entrances to 

towns and villages.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Durkan. 

A report from Mr L Dunne Senior Executive Officer stated it is agreed that the placing of these 

signs can be overused in certain locations and that they can become damaged/worn over time but 

they have the effect of being easily placed to highlight either "no dumping" or "clean up after your 

dog" issues. The cost of replacing these signs with permanent metal signs is an issue but the 

Environment Section could consider the placement of metal signs at a key town location on a pilot 

basis and suggested the matter could be referred to the Environment and Water Services 

Strategic Policy Committee. Councillor Stafford stated there is a proliferation of these type of signs 

throughout the county and if a private business erected such signs they would be fined by the litter 

warden. Councillor Stafford suggested that each town/village in the county erect one sign 

indicating there is to be no dumping/dog fouling in that area and the council could introduce 
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appropriate by-laws to regulate this matter. Councillor McEvoy supported the motion and stated 

this kind of signage is in the public interest and is different to signage for a business which is 

erected for private purposes. Mr Boland agreed to refer the motion to the Environment and Water 

Services SPC for consideration on a pilot basis in a particular municipal district.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford seconded by Councillor Durkan that the motion 

be referred to the Environment and Water Services SPC for discussion with a view to a pilot being 

introduced in a municipal district.  

 

 

24/0317 

Carparking at Naas General Hospital 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Wall and Councillor O’Neill was considered. 

That this council writes to the management of Naas General Hospital to ask that efforts are made 

to ensure free car parking for cancer patients, or a designated family member or carer during their 

treatment. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Wall and seconded by Councillor O’Neill  

Councillor O’Neill stated she was aware hospitals had to generate income however it should not 

be up to patients suffering with serious illness and their families to generate same and there 

should be some form of discretion for these groups of people.  

On the proposal of Councillor Dalton seconded by Councillor Caldwell with all members in 

agreement, Standing Orders were suspended for 10 minutes. 

Councillor Wall stated a lot of us have been touched by cancer and knows that patients look 

forward to a visit from family members who should not be penalised by having to pay these 

parking charges. Councillor Wall stated he was aware that Wexford, Mayo and St. Luke’s hospital 

have introduced such a system. Councillor Young wholeheartedly supported the motion and asked 

that the motion be extended to include other chronic illnesses requiring regular treatment 

Councillor Cussen supported the motion and asked whether we should also write to the Minister 

for Health on this matter. Councillor Caldwell noted this issue had been raised with the Minister of 

Health Leo Varadkar previously but with no success.  

An amendment to the motion was submitted in the name of Councillor O’Neill and Councillor Wall 
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and agreed by the members. 

That this council writes to Naas Hospital to ask that efforts are made to ensure free carparking for 

cancer patients and long term illness patients or a designated family member or carer during their 

treatment. 

The revised motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Wall.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall seconded by Councillor O’Neill and agreed by all 

members present that this council writes to Naas Hospital to ask that efforts are made to ensure 

free carparking for cancer patients and long term illness patients or a designated family member or 

carer during their treatment and a similar letter issues to the Minister for Health. 

 

 

25/0317 

Home Insurance in County Kildare 

That this council writes to the Office of Public Works (OPW), the insurance regulator and all home 

insurance providers offering policies within County Kildare voicing our concern, disappointment 

and opposition to the apparent misinterpretation of the current Catchment Flood Risk Assessment 

and Management Studies (CFRAMS) maps by the insurance industry and the fact that this 

misinterpretation is now affecting house sales within County Kildare.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Durkan seconded by Councillor Neville. 

A report from Mr Boland Director of Service stated it is agreed that this has become an ongoing 

problem which really needs to be addressed at national level.  The councils’ flood alleviation unit is 

receiving queries on an ongoing basis from householders who are having difficulty in securing 

household insurance and it would seem that this also relates to areas close to, as well as within, 

flood risk areas.  In some instances, where the council has actually carried out alleviation work, it 

is in a position to give a letter of comfort. The council fully agrees that this is a matter of concern 

and accordingly, the matter should be progressed and a letter should also be sent to the 

Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. Councillor Durkan welcomed the report from Mr 

Boland and stated he was aware of a case in Sallins where they were refused insurance as they 

were located within 110 metres of a piped ditch. 
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On the proposal of Councillor Dalton seconded by Councillor Caldwell with all members in 

agreement, Standing Orders were suspended for a further 10 minutes. 

Councillor Durkan stated no cognisance seems to be taken of alleviation works carried out by the 

council to deal with flooding. Councillor Redmond supported the motion and stated information 

relating to flood zones are located on Myplan.ie. Councillor McEvoy supported the motion and 

asked that we also write to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and query whether 

there is a private model of flood risk being used by the insurance regulator which would be worthy 

of investigation.  Councillor Cussen enquired whether there is a list of all home insurers providers 

available. Mr Boland confirmed that Kildare County Council established its own flood alleviation 

unit in 2009 and has invested €12 million in this area to date but that the issue is a complex one.  

On the proposal of Councillor Dalton seconded by Councillor Caldwell with all members in 

agreement, Standing Orders were suspended for a further 10 minutes. 

Mr Boland agreed with Councillor McEvoy that it appears different models are being used and 

confirmed he is happy to take it up at national level. Councillor Keatley suggested we write to the 

OPW and the Insurance Regulator as writing to all insurance providers is very onerous. Councillor 

Durkan confirmed he is happy that we write to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

as suggested by Councillor McEvoy. Following a query from Councillor Redmond, Mr McDonnell 

confirmed the council insurer’s council houses with the tenant responsible for insuring the 

contents. Councillor Durkan noted this will have an effect on council tenants that partake in an 

Affordable House Purchase scheme or a Tenant Purchase scheme. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Durkan seconded by Councillor Neville that this council 

writes to the Office of Public Works (OPW), the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and 

the insurance regulator voicing our concern, disappointment and opposition to the apparent 

misinterpretation of the current Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Studies 

(CFRAMS) maps by the insurance industry and the fact that this misinterpretation is now affecting 

house sales within county Kildare.  

The meeting concluded. 

 

 

 


